New Reading Group- For those passionate about institutional change

In 2017, the UUA Commission on Institutional Change began the work of
analyzing structural and systemic racism and white supremacy culture within
Unitarian Universalism. We will read their 2020 book-length report which makes
recommendations to advance long-term cultural and institutional change that
redeems the essential promise and ideals of our faith.

Mary Alm, member of the Board of Trustees, will facilitate our discussion
with a focus on how the recommendations found in Widening the Circle of
Concern (the report, aka WCC) can inform our own efforts to become an anti-
racist congregation. As we read and talk, we’ll engage in an analysis of structural
and systemic racism and white supremacy culture within the UU Congregation of
Asheville. We will make note of whatever insights arise and share them with our
own Racial Justice Advisory Council, appointed by the Board to lead the work of
evaluating and guiding congregational transformation.

As we read our way through WCC, we will encounter 36 recommendations
accompanied by numerous, explicit action proposals. These proposals address ten
(10) aspects of our institutional life: theology; governance; congregations and
communities; hospitality and inclusion; living our values in the world, religious
professionals; educating for liberation; innovations and risk-taking; restoration
and reparations; and accountability and resources. If this deep dive into the
structures of Unitarian Universalism appeals to you, please join us for this exciting
exploration.

We will read 35-40 pages before each session and meet for five Zoom
sessions, starting on Sunday, October 31, and ending December 12. We’ll meet
from 4:30-5:30pm weekly (October 31, November 7, November 14—break for
Thanksgiving holidays—December 5, December 12). You are agreeing to read,
think deeply, and make connections to our life together in Asheville. This book
group is yet another way to incarnate anti-racism in our lives together. As the
Commission members and authors of WCC declare: “What is at stake is nothing
less than the future of our faith.”

Sessions will be held via Zoom. Contact Mary Alm (fargogal@bellsouth.net)
if interested in participating. Widening the Circle of Concern may be found free,
on-line through UUA.org, or you may buy a copy through uuabookstore.org. A
free study guide is also available.
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